
The Rev. J. Raymond Henderson, Minister 
Second Baptist Church 
Griffith Avenue and 24th Street 
Los Angeles I I ,  California 

Dear Rev. Henderson: 

I have written you and your lovely wife a thousand times in my mind but I am 
just getting to the point of putting it on paper. There is a word in Catholic The- 
ology called “supererogation” which means in substance “more than justice re- 
quires.” I can assure you that the kind hospitality that you and Mrs. Henderson 
rendered toward Mrs. King and me was a work of supererogation. Words can 
never adequately express our appreciation to you. To have been able to preach 
in your great church for a week was an unsurpassable experience. To have been 
in your palatial home was living life in all of its abundance. I only hope that some 
day we will be able to return the kindness in some little way. 

We had a very nice trip back to Montgomery. The NAACP Convention went 
over in a big way. We arrived in Montgomery on Saturday evening, June 30, in 
time to get plenty of rest for the Sunday morning service. We found our little 
daughter doing fine and still growing as fast as ever. 

Things are going very well here in Montgomery now. Rev. Fields seems to be in 
line, and the internal structure of our organization is as strong as ever. 

I hope things are going well with you and Mrs. Henderson. Be sure to tell the 
madam that she is one of the most charming and impressive minister’s wives that 
I have ever met. She gets “A” on my book straight down the line. Give my best 
regards to all of my friends in Los Angeles and to all of the members of your 
church. 

Again, I say I will never forget this experience. And I will never forget your real 
genuine friendship. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr. 
MLKb 

P.S. We will look forward to seeing you in Denver. 
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From John Patterson 

12 July 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Alabama attorney general Patterson sought Kings testimony in the states attempt to 
ban NAACP activities, including raising funds, collecting dues, and soliciting new 
members.‘ Patterson argued that the NAACP was behind the ‘Wegal boycott”in 

12 July 
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I .  John Malcolm Patterson (1921-), born in Goldville, Alabama, received his law degree from the 
University of Alabama in 1949. Patterson was attorney general of Alabama from 1955 to 1959 and gov- 
ernor from 1959 to 1963. 
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18 July Montgomery. The NAACPS appeal stretched on fm eight years until the U. S. Supreme 
Court ruled in its favor. King never testijied. ‘956 

REGISTERED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Martin Luther King 
309 South Jackson 
Montgomery, Alabama 

You have heretofore been serve with a subpoena to appear as a witness, at a 
hearing set for IO:  00 A.M., on Tuesday, July 17,1956, in the case of State ofAlabama 
ex rel. john Patterson, Attorney General v. National Association for the advance- 
ment of Colored People. 

You are hereby advised that this hearing has been continued until July 25,1956, 
and that you must now appear as a witness in this case at IO : 00 A.M., on Wednes- 
day, July 25, 1956, before the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Alabama, in 
equity, at the Court House on Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama. 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN PATTERSON 
Attorney General 

[signed] 
EDMON L. RINEHART 
Assistant Attorney General 
ELR/ar 

BY - 
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“From the Pastor’s Desk” 

18 July 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

I n  hisJirst column for the Dexter Echo, the new biweekly church newsletter edited 
by George W Jones, King asks each Dexter member to “remember his church 
responsibilities” for the summer months. He also rejers to the baby contest won 4 his 
daughter, Yolanda Denise King, in  whose name the most funds were raised.’ 

Since this is my first column in the Dexter ECHO, I might just make a state- 
ment concerning the paper itself. Every member will agree that the ECHO will 

320 I. See photograph following p. 33 in this volume 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 




